
Vilkovo

Because of the very active
delta-forming processes, the

Kilia delta supports a flora and
fauna of worldwide importance.  For
example, the delta is home to over 950
plant species and nearly 260 bird
species, many of which are listed in Red
Data books.

Any visitor to the delta in spring or
summer will quickly appreciate the natural
wealth of the Danube Biosphere Reserve:
vast reedbeds stretching to the horizon,
lily-coated lakes, and islands of willows and poplars.

There are flocks of pelicans, cormorants,
ducks, geese and spoonbills while an occasional
sea-eagle soars overhead. In the water there
is a myriad of aquatic plants, with millions of
frogs and toads jumping and splashing. And
the angler can have a rewarding day trying
his luck to catch a giant carp or catfish.

Danube Biosphere Reserve
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In 1967, a 1 km-wide coastal strip of the Kilia delta was declared a
reserve.

Between 1973 and 1978, the reserve area was increased to 14,851 ha as part
of the Black Sea State Reserve.

In 1981, the protected area of the delta became a reserve in its own right,
known as "Dunaiski Plavni".

By a Decree of the President of Ukraine in 1998, Dunaiski Plavni became a
biosphere reserve and in February 1999 UNESCO
included the Danube Biosphere Reserve in the global
network of biosphere reserves; it also formed a
component part of the Danube Delta Cross Border
Biosphere Reserve Romania-Ukraine.
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