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The Republic of Belarus is located in . "'\
the geographical center of Europe. T
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Geographically, strongest warming was observed in the northern and eastern parts of the
nation. Major changes occurred in winter and spring (+1.8°C and +1.1°C respectively)
while the summer warming was moderate.+0.9°C, and in autumn was absent. Month
with the highest temperature change was January (+3.3°C) and with the lowest tempera-
ture change was November (- 0.1°C).
-A significant (up to 1 m s-1) decrease in the near surface wind speed across the nation
in all seasons; this is a 15% to 20% decrease.
-A sizeable increase in the surface air absolute humidity while the relative humidity re-
mains mostly unchanged, and
-A weak increase (by 6%) of the nationwide annual precipitation
-Spring temperature increases (March-April) resulted in the carlier snow cover retreat
and carlicr temperature transition through 0°C. This transition is occurring now by 10-

« An updated archive of the Belarus daily meteorological observations (of 54 stations)
provided us an opportunity to assess the recent climatic changes over the nation.

« Climatic changes over Belarus correspond well to those occurred around the world. A
tendency of warming is observed during the period of instrumental observations, espe-

o el changd o s i zan sl - cially in the cold season.

T v s s chags sl 00 N « Since the last decade of the 20th century, the longest period of positive temperature
B anomalies has been observed in Belarus compared to the last almost 130 years of in-
strumental observations.

« National climatologists are concerned with the observed increase in the number of the
extreme climatic phenomena (droughts, wet spells, warm winters).

« Comparison of the latest period (since 1990) with the previous three decades
over Belarus shows:

-A significant increase in surface air temperatures with the largest changes (up to 3,5°C)

in the cold season; Nationwide annual surface air temperature has increased by 1°C.

15 days carlier than in the past.

NOAA National Climatic Data Center

Protecting the past...revealing the future



